QAuibersalist Magastue, 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


DIALOGUE CONCERNING MAT. XXV. 


Child.—My dear parent, I have been reading 
the twenty fifth chapter of St.Matthew. As Iam 
anxious above all things to obtain the true sense 
of the Holy Scriptures, I will offer this as our 
subject of meditation at this time, if you have 
no objection. 

Parent.—I have not the least objection, my 
child; and I heartily approve of your desire to 
ascertain the true sense of the Scriptures.— 
Have you any particular question you wish to 
ask with respect to this chapter? 

Child.—I have. It is frequently told me 
that I am one of the foolish virgins; that I am 
like the servant who hid his Lord’s talent in 
the earth; and that in the future state, at the 
day of judgment, I shall be placed on the left 
hand, like a goat, and sent away to sufler—G 
—time without any end. I have sometimes 
heard you say this chapter contained three para- 
bles, and that they were spoken by Jesus Christ, 
not to represent things relating to the future 
state, but such events as were, when he spake, 
about to take place. What makes you think 
that these parables have already had their fulfil- 
ment on the earth? 

Parent —My child, our Saviour himself was 
careful to point out the time when those things 
here spoken of should take place. Take your 
Bible, and sit down at my side. Turn to Mat. 
xxv. 31. Read that verse. 

Child.—T he 31st verse is as follows: “When 
the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all 
the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon 
the throne of his glory.” ‘ 

Parent,—W hen was the Son of man to sit on 
the throne of his glory? 

Child.—I can give no other answer than that 
it shall be “when the Son of man shall come in 
his glory.” 

Parent.—You have answered correctly, my 
child. Now remember this. All that was 
spoken in the parable of the sheep and goats 
was to take place when the Son of man came m 
his glory; and therefore, these things have no 
reference to the future state. 

Child,— Another question now occurs to my 
mind, viz. Is*this coming of the Son of man 
past, or fuluret : 

Parent.—It has passed, my child. 

Child.—When then, dear parent, did it take 
place? 

Parent.—Our Saviour stated the particular 
time. Turn to Mat. xvi. 27,28. Read it. 

Child.—It reads as follows: ‘For the Son of 
man shall come in the glory of his Father, with 
his angels; and then he shall reward every man 
according to his works. Verily I say unto you, 
there be some standing here which shall not 
taste of death, till they see the Son of man 

© coming in his kingdom.” 
Parent.—Does not the Saviour here specify 
the time when his coming should take place? 
Child.—Aye, yes, Inow see that he does. 1 
ace that some of those people to whom Jesus 
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then spake, were not to taste of death before|chapter, without any interruption or inter- 


this coming took place. 
Parent.—Well, you will be particular to re- 


mission, 
Child.—What did the disciples mean by the 


mark, my child, that thisis the very same com-| end of the world? 


ing of Christ which is spoken of in the parable 
under consideration. In both places Christ is 
said to come m glory; in both it is said he is 
attended by angels, and.in both he is represented 
as coming to render recompense to men ac- 
cording to their deeds. 

Child.—This, I see, is evident. But it ap- 
pears somewhat strange to me, that on so im- 
portant a matter, the time when these things 
were to take place, should be but once spe- 
cified. 

Parent.—-You are under a msapprehension. 
So far from the Saviour’s specifying the time but 
once only, he repeatedly, and in he most emphatic 
manner, assured those who hea‘d him, that his 
coming to judge the enemies of the gospel 
would take place during the natural lives of 
the generation on the earth at the time he 
spake. 

Child.—Is it possible that tis subject is so 
plainly stated in the Bible? 

Parent.—It is, my child. ead at your leis- 
ure, Mark viii. 38. ix. 1. ‘The Bible was di- 
vided into chapters and veres by uninspired | 
men; you will therefore, cmnect these two 
verses together,—they both belong to one sub- 
ject. See also Luke ix. 2}, 27. You may 
consult. John xxi. 22, 23, by which you will 
learn that Jesus pointed out John, as one that | 
would live until his coming tok place. Mat. 
x. 23, is on the same subject, and teaches us| 
that the apostles did not travel pver all the cit- | 
ies of Israel, before the Son o man came. I) 
will leave you to give a carefu| examination to, 
these passages; and we will esume the con- 
versation at another time. 


SECTION II. 


Parent.—In our last conversaion, my child, 
you were enabled by the assistace of the di- 
vine testimony, to understand hat the coming 
of Christ spoken of in Mat. xxv,31, took place 
during the natural lives of sone of those to 
whom the divine Teacher spakeof that coming. 
We will now pursue the subect; and I wish 
you to ask such questions a occur to your 
mind. 

Child.—I feel thankful for tle privilege, and 
will endeavor to make a rightimprovement of 
it. Am I to understand that tle parable of the 
ten virgins, and that of the unkithful servant, 
both of which are included in Mat. xxv. had 
their fulfilment at the same tim¢ with that of 
the sheep and goats? 

Parent.—Youare. The 24th ad 25th chap- 
ters of Matthew, are one continua discourse. 
Turn to the 24th of Matthew, 3d terse. What 
questions did the disciples ask “ey 


~ Child.—I will read them. ‘Tell us, when 
shall these things be, and what shall be the 
sign of thy coming, and of th) end of the 
world’? 
Parent.—The answer of our lord to these 


questions continues to the endpf the 25th 


Parent.—The word world here signifies, age 
or dispensation. Many translators render the 
passage thus: “What shall be the sign of thy 
coming and of the end of the age.” Paul says, 
(see Heb.ix 26;) “but now once, in the end of the 
world (meaning the end of the age) hath he ap- 
peared to put away sin by the sacrifice of him- 
self.” - It is evident, that the end of the world 
of which the apostle here speaks, took place at 
the time of the appearance of Christ. The 
same apostle informs the Corinthians (see 1Cor 
x. 1i,) that the ends of the world, or ages, had 
then come upon them. So that the questions 
ofthe disciples were as follows: ‘“‘what shall be 
the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the 
age, or dispensation” ? 

Child.—I understand you, and your remarks 
appear just. I will thank you to proceed and 
shew how our Saviour answered these ques- 
tions, 

Parent.—He gave them warning of false 
Christs, who were to appear. He foretold 
wars, famines, pestilences, and earthquakes, 
which where to precede hiscoming. He spoke 
of the afflictions which his disciples would be 
called to suffer previously to his coming. He 
stated that the gospel should be preached to all 
the world (i. e. the world then known and in- 


/habited); and that then the end should come. 


He exhorted his followers, when they saw the 
abomination of desolation, of which Danie} 
spake, stand in the holy place, to flee from the 


city of Jerusalem into the mountainous country. 


This kind forewarning was designed to save 
them from the tribulation which came upon 
the enemies of the gospel. 

Child.—You mean, I suppose, the Jewish 
nation, which crucified the Lord of glory, and 
persecuted his followers. 

Parent.—Yes, I mean his enemies in that 
age of which I am speaking, who were princi- 
pally Jews, as Judea was the seat of his 
labors. 

Child.—What. kind of tribulation did our 
Lord speak of ? 

Parent.—Luke describes it in the following 
manner, my child. ‘For there shall be great 
distress in the land, and wrath upon this peo- 
ple. And they shall fall by the edge of the 
sword, and shall be led away captive into all 
nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down 
of the Gentiles, untilthe times of the Gentiles 
be fulfilled.”—Luke xxi. 23, 24. 

Child.—And, then, does not this description 
have respect solely to that age of calamities, 
when the Jews were visited with famine and 
pestilence, captivity and death? 

Parent.—lt relates only to that age, as you 
will soon discover. In allusion to the time 
when the abomination of desolation stood in the 
holy place, Jesus said, “For then shall be 
great tribulation, such as was not since the be- 
ginning of the world to this tune, no nor ever 
shall be.’ Do you not see that this has 


¢. 
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the Jewish nation? 

Child.—1 do. And I percetve by the twen- 
ty third verse, on which I have now placed 
my eye, that those to whom the Lord was 
speaking, were to live until that time. For he 
says, “ Then, if any man shall say unto you, Lo, 
here is Christ, or there; believe it not.” 


Parent.—¥ou are right, and you shew that 
you are attentive. Now listen while I read the 
29th and 30th verses of Mat. xxiv. ‘Immediate- 
ly after the tribulation of those days shall the 
sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give 
her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, 
and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: 
And then shall appear the sign of the Son of 
man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes ofthe 
earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man 
coming in the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory.”” Do you perceive that the Sav- 
iour here particularly specifies the time when 
all these things were to take place? 


respect only to the time of the destruction of ture state. 


and shewed him that the coming of the Son of 
man in his glory took place during the genera- 
tién there spoken of. HLe seemed for a moment 
embarrassed; but soon said that the 24th and 
25th chapters have no connexion whatever,— 
that while the 24th refers to the destruction of 
Jerusalem, the 25th has its sole application to 
the concerns of the future state. I pointed 
him to the word then, with which the 25th com- 
mences, and told him it was evident the Saviour 
jad allusion to the same time he had spoken 
of in the 24th. I referred him also to the 13th 
verse of the 25th chapter in which the Saviour 
exhorted his followers to watch for his coming, 
which implies they were to be alive on the 
earth at the time ittook place. All that I said, 
however was to no purpose. This circum- 
stance has made me quite impatient to resume 
our conversation. 

Parent.-There are too many like your school 
mate, who persist in giving a false application 
to the Scriptures against the most lucid and 


MAGAZINE. 


I pointed him to the 24th chapter, 


Child. —I do. : conclusive evilence. However, my child, let 
Parent.—W hen was it? the truth only be your guide. I am convinced 
Child.—‘ Immediately after the tribulation of|that the 24th aid 25th chapters of Matthew, 
those days.” both refer to the same subject, and I will lay 
Parent.—Right: then the coming of the Son | before you the evidence thereof. — In the first 
of man took place. And in the 34th verse, as place, there is not the least intimation of a 
you willobserve, the Saviour adds explicitly, change of subjest. The language with which 
“this generation shall not pass lill all these things the 25th commences, evidently refers to the 
be ful lled.”’ Where be careful to notice that|same time of which the divine Teacher had 
the sun was to be darkened, the moon was to been speaking. Moreover, he speaks of his 
withhold her light, the stars were to fall from) coming In the 2th, and in the very same lan- 
heaven, the powers of the heavens were to be | guage too in whth he had spoken of it in the 
shaken, the sign of the Son of man was to ap-|~4th. Do you ujderstand me? 
pear in heaven, all the tribes of the earth were; Child.—I do. In both chapters he is said to 
to mourn, and they were to see the Son of man | come in his glory and the holy angels with 
coming in the clouds of heaven with power and him; and in both je exhorts those to whom he 
great glory —be careful, I say, to notice, that| was speakingto vatch, for they knew not in 
all here spoken of was to take place before, what hour their Lord would come. 


the generation which Jesus addressed ances Parent.—Y our are right. Now it is not rea- 


ok ‘ | sonable that hewho spake as never man spake, 
Child.—I see and I believe. The word of would use, at tie same time, the same language 
Jesus you have always taught me to regard, jn reference tctwo very different and very dis- 
and this assures us that the coming of the Son’ tant events, wthout giving 


of man was an event which took place during 
the generation of men among whom the apos- 
tles lived, 

Parent.—If you now will read the 24th and: 
25th chapters of Matthew, attentively, you will. 
see, my child, that there is no time spoken of | 
for the fulfilment of every thing predicted in| 
the 25th, except the time in which that genera- 
tion existed. The 25th chapter commences 
with the word then, a word denoting the time 
when what was spoken of in that chapter was 
to be fulfilled, and there is no other time to 
which it can have reference, but the time of 
the coming of the Son of man, of which] have 
already spoken to yousofully. In instructing 
you with respect to the connexion between the 
24th and 25th chapters of Matthew, I would 
be very particular, because many say that al- 
though what is contained in the 24th rejers to 
the time of the destruction of Jerusalem, yet 
the parables of the 25, are to be fulfilled ia the 
future state of existence. But we have con- 
versed lung enough now; we will resume the 
subjeet at another time. 


SECTION IIL 


Child —The subject of our present conver-! 
satton, my dear parent, is the cénnexion be- 
tween the 24th and 25th chapters of Matthew. 
Since our last interview I have conversed with 
one of my school mates onthe parable of the 
sheep and goats. He insisted that it is a de- 
idgment to take place in the fu- 


serimtion of a} 


ihe shall makevim ruler over all his goods.” 


some notice of it, | 
But the remakable coincidence between the. 
matter of the Sth and that of the 24th is almost 
a demonstrativ: proof that they both relate to 
the same subjet. Open your Bible at the 
close of the 24th chapter. Read the 42, 43 
and 41th verse. 

Child.—Tivy read as follows: “‘ Watch, there- 
Sore; for ye krow not what hour your Lord. doth 
come. But knw this, that ifthe good man of the 
house had knows in what waich the thief would 
come, he would rare watched, and would not have 
suffered his hous to be broken up. Therefore, be 
ye also ready: forin such an hour as ye think not, 
lhe Son of man -ometh.” 

Perent—Wht duty did the Saviour here en- 
juin upon his folowers? 

Cinld.—Vheduty of watchfulness. 

Parent.—Raead now, the 45th, 46th and 47th 
yerses. 

Child —“ ho then is a faithful and wise ser- 
vant, whom Tig lord hath made ruler over his 
household, to gwe them meat in due season? Bles- 
sed is that sewant whom his lord, when he cometh, 
shall find sowing. Verily I say unto you, that 


Parent.—Vhat duty is enjoined in what you 
have now re:d? 

Child.—The duty of faithfulness. 

Parent.—lead now the remainder of the 24th 
chapter. 


Child.—“ut, and if that evil servant shall say 
in his heart, my lord delayeth his coming; and! 


se EL i 


shall begin to amite his fellow servant's, and ‘0 eat 
and drink with the drunken; the lord of that ser- 


vant shall come in a day when he looketh not for 


him, and in anhour that he is not aware of, aad 
shall cul him asunder, and appoint him his por- 
tion wiih the hypocrites: there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of leelh.” 

Parent. —What is inculcated in the verses 
you last read? 

Child.—The consequences of unfaithfulness 
are set forth. 


Parent.—You auswer rightly. Ifthe disci- 
ples said, my lord delayeth his coming, and be~ 
gan to do wrong, Jesus would come tp an hour 
when they were not expecting him, and appoint 
them their portion with the hypocrites. These 
hypocrites were the Scribes and Pharisees.— 
See Mat. xxiii. 13, 14, 15, 23, 25, 27, 29,— 
Jesus had told them, just before he had the 
conversation with his disciples, recorded in the 
24th and 25th chapters, that they could not es- 
cape the damnation of gehenna, rendered heil, 
and which Jewish writers very frequently used 

'as a figure to represent great temporal calami- 
jties, See xxiii, 33. Now if his disciples did 
‘not remain watchful and faithful, they would 
| suffer the same punishment which they had 
heard him, just before, denounce upon the rul- 
ers of the Jewish church, whom, as you have 
seen, he had frequently denominated hypo- 
crites. Now, my child, if you will review the 
two first parables in the 25th chapter, you will 
see that they are designed to enforce on the 
disciples the duties of watchfilness and faithful- 
ness, and to point out the consequences of a 
neglect of those duties. 


Child.—The first is the parable of the ten 


virgins. What duty is enforced in this? 
Parent.—The duty of watchfulness. The 
foolish virgins had not prepared for the bride- 
groom, and were, therefore, excluded from the 
inatriage. At the close of this parable, and al- 
most in the very words the Saviour had used 
in the 24th, he says, ‘“‘Watch, therefore, for ye 
know neither the day nor the hour wherein the. 
Son of man-cometh.”? Here any one can see 


|Jesus is continuing the same subject embrac- 


ed in the 24th. And it is evident that Jesus. 
used the parable of the ten virgins to enforce 
the duty of watchfulness on his followers, in 
view of his coming during that generation, 

Child.—The second parable in the 25th, is 
that of the servant who-hid his Lord’s talent in 
the earth. I already see that Jesus dexigned 
this to enforce the duty of failh/fulavss upon his 
disciples, : 

Parent.—You are right, child. And the 
same punishment is appointed the unfaithful 
servant in the parable, which the Lord said, 
in the 24th chapter, should be the portion of 
those of his disciples who were not faithful in 
view of his coming; viz. “weeping and gnashing 
of teeth.” Compare Mat. xxiv. 51 with xxy, 
30. Is it not wonderful there should be any 
doubt that the 24th and 25th chapters refer to 
the same subject ? 

Child.—It is wonderful, indeed. I marvel 
when I see the clearness with which this sub- 
ject thus far can be explained, that it has ever 
been misunderstood by men of judgment. And 
what was the parable of the sheep aud goats, 
with which the 25th chapter closes, desigued 
to illustrate? “ - 

Parent.—This parable had a more extensive 
application than either of the others. ‘Che two 
former related to the followers of Christ exclu- 
sively, in which the punishment of careless and 
unfaithful professors of the Christian religion, 


pointed out; the latter, viz. that of the sheep] 
and goats, had reference to the judgments 
which were coming upon the unbelieving Jews 
generally. Hence the Saviour goes back to 
the time of his coming, and brings that circum- 
stauce again into notice, shewing that at that 
“time the enemies of his brethren, the disciples, 
should be geveraily punished, and their friends 
and supporters rewarded. All this was to take 
place, when the Son of ian came in his glory.— 
See verse 31. ‘The Son of man as you have 
seen, came in his glory during the generation 
on the earth, at the time he delivered the in- 
structions now under our consideration. ‘There 
is no other coming of the Son of man spoken 
of in the whole connexion to which this para- 
ble can have reference. ‘The remainder of our 
couversation on this subject, must be deferred. 


SECTION IV. 


Child.—Dear Parent, I wish to embrace this 
Opportunity to ask you a few questions in rela- 
tion to the 24th and 25th of Matthew. Iam 
convinced that the subject of these chapters 
has no reference to a judgment in the future 
state; but solely to the judgments which at 
the time the predictions were uttered were about 
to fall on the unbelieving Jews, and the care- 
less, unfaithful professors inthe church. Nev- 

ertheless there are some things which relate 
to this subject that I do not fully understand. 

Parent.—\ shall be happy to give you satis- 
faction on any point of inquiry. 

Child.—It is stated, Mat. xxiv. 29, that im- 
mediately after the tribulation of those days, 
the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall 
not give her light, &c. Did such events trans- 
pire at that time? 

Parent.—Yes, my child, but not in the liter- 
al sense. This figurative style of writing was 
very much in use among the eastern nations. 
If they wished to express the commencement 


t 


and advancement of nations, they made use of 
images, taken from the most striking parts of 
nature, for that purpose. ‘he moon becomes 
like the meridian sun, the sun’s light is aug- 
mented seven fold, and even a new heaven 
and a new earth are created. On the contra- 
ry, the overthrow and destruction of kingdoms 
are represented by opposite images: the sun 
aud the moon are made dark, the stars fall from 
heaven, heaven and earth tremble, and all 
things seem tending to their original chaotic 
state. The figures of speech tu Mat. xxiv. 29, 

' denote the overthrow of the Jewish polity and 
people. 

Child.—Did Jesus Christ actually make a 
reappearance upon earth, and sit upon a glo- 
rious throne here on the earth, during the gen- 
eration of which we have frequently spoken? 

Parent.—Here, my child, you again labor 
under an inconvenience by not being acquatnt- 
ed with the style of Jewish writers. It was 
their practice to represent any sigual display 
of divine power as the ‘visitation, or presence, 

or coming of the Lord, This figure frequent- 
ly occurs inthe Old Testament. ,'l he very sig- 
nal interposition of divine authority in the de- 
struction of the Jewish polity is expressed by 
the coming, or presence of Christ. This is a 
figure of speech, and a similar figure occurs 
en it is said that Christ was seated upon the 
Frone of his glory. When you have arrived 
to years of greater 


discretion, and are better 
acquainted with the style of the sacred writers, 
ou will be enabled more fully to comprehend 


iword he used. 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


gathered together at the 
lem ? 

Parent.—There was a very general gather- 
ing of péople at that time. The Jews, from 
every part of Judea, were collected in Jerusa- 
lem. The Roman army, composed probably 
of people of various nations, was encamped a- 
round the city. The numbers slain during the 
siege, almost defy belief; how much more when 
the numbers of the living are added. The 
phrases all the world, and all nations, in the sa- 
cred writings, are of equivocal ‘significations, 
some times signifying more, sometimes less.— 
In Mat. xxiv. 9, it is said to the disciples, 
“and ye shall be hated of all nations for my 
name’s sake.”? In the 14th verse we read, 
“and this gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world, for a witnéss unto all 
nations, and then shall the end come.” No 
person understands these phrases in their literal 
sense. Indeed we know, from the connexion 
in which they-are found, that they are not to 
be so understood. 


Child.—Indulge me with one or two ques- 
tions more, and I shall be satisfied. How do 
you understand the following: “Depart from 
me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared 
for the devil and his angels? 

Parent.—Fire, my child, is a figure, very 
often used in the seriptures to represent tem- 
poral calamities. 
will of yourself discover the truth of these re- 
marks. ‘Phe “devil and his angels” for whom 
this fire was prepared were the hypocrites sev- 
eral times addressed in the 23d chapter, and to 
whom Jesus said, “how can ye escape the dam- 
nation of hell??? Gehenna, the word rendered 
hell, is here used by the Saviour, agreeably to 
the custom of Jewish writers, to signify those 
calamities then impending over Judea. The 
great wickedness of the ruling Jews, or as 
Paul expresses it, “spiritual wickedness in high 
places,’’ was the cause of these great calami- 
ties, represented by the “fire, prepared for the 
\devil and his angels.” Into this the Jewish 
“nation generally was cast, for adopting the po- 
licy and aiding the efforts of their wicked rul- 
ers. ‘Phat the term devil is used in the scrip- 
tures to represent the leading enemies ef 
Christ, is evident from a great number of in- 
stances, among which we find the following: 
“The devil shall cast some of you into prison.” 
Rev. ii. 10. Those who cast the christians in- 
to prison were certainly human beings, and 
leading enemies of Jesus Christ. 

Child.—And why was this punishment called 
everlasting ? 

Parent.—It was not called everlasting by the 
Saviour. This is a word which uninspired men 
have selected ta convey the meaning of the 
But it does not convey the 
meaning of it, unless we give to the word ever- 
lasting a limited sense, as we are obliged to in 
many passages of the scriptures. ‘These passa- 
ges are too numerous for me to bring forward 
now, I will notice one out of many, fn Exo- 
dus x]. 15, The Levitical priesthoad is called 
‘Can everlasting priesthood.” Now if you will 
turn to Leb. vii. 11, 12, you will perteive that 
the apostle informed his Hebrew brethren that 
this priesthood was abolished. ap one a- 
mong many proofs that the word eferlasting’, 
in the scriptures, must not always be upderstood 
in an unlimited sense. 

Child.—I must now thank you, my dear pa- 
rent, for the patience with which youhave lis- 
iened to and answered my question. |I rejoice 


this subject. F 
Child.—Why is it said that all nations were 


ithat Lam able, in my youth, to unddstand in 


destruction of Jerusa- | 


As you read the Bible, you, 


some measure, the holy Bible. And I pray 
God to grant me wisdom to see the right way, 
and resolution to pursue it. 


Parent.—So does your fond parent also pray. 
Reflect now upon the subjects to which we 
have attended that they may be impressed upon 
your memory. And recollect that the great 
mistake which people have made with respect 
to Mat. xxv. consists in applying to the future 
state what has sole reference to this. 

Note.—The above Dialogue is the first of a series we intend to publish, 
on those parts of the Scriptures which are used for the purpose of de- 
ceiving and frightening people, particularly the young, with respect to 
the future state of mankind. It struck us forcibly, that if such subjects 
were discussed tamiliarly in the form of Dialogues, even children might 
be made to seé and understand their true seuse 3 and nu one can doubi, 
who considers the efforts which are now making by means of tracts, cate- 
chisms and Sunday schools, to instill prejudices into their minds against 
what we conceive to be the true doctrines of Christ, that whatever we can 
we ought to do, to prevent their being deceived. These dialogues will 
be furnished, some by one editor of (he Magazine, some by another, It 
is the intention of the publisher to issue each one in the form of a tract, 
immediately after its appearance in the Magazine. Parents will permit 
us, we trust, to call their attention particularly to this -ubject. Let them 
first make themselves acquainted with the true sense of the scriptures dis- 
cussed in these dialogues, and then, let them pay attention to their child- 
ren, and assist them in understanding the same scriptures. Not that these 
parts of the Bible are the only ones which it is necessary for us to know 
and understand ; but that it is peculiarly necessary to undersiand them at 
a time when, by a false and injurious use thereof, the youthful mind is 
tormented, and léd astray.—Editors- 


THE FRENCH CHURCH. 


The following statement of the Roman Catho- 
lic and Protestant clergy in France, with their 
respective stipends, paid by the French govern- 
ment, 1s extracted from documents laid before 
the chambers by the minister of the interior. 


Roman Caruoric CLercy.—The established 
church of France is composed of four cardinals, 
one of whom, the archbishop of Paris, has 100, 
000 francs yearly, about $20,000 the other 
three 30,000 each, about $6,000. There are 
13 archbishops, besides the metropolitan, there 
are 66 bishops, each 15,000; 174 vicars gener- 
al, each from 2,000 to 4,000; 660 canons of 
prebendaries each from 1,500 to 2,400; 2,917 
cures on rectors, each from 1,100 to 1,600; 
22,316 deservants or curates, each from 750 
to 1,000 francs per annum. ‘To the colleges 
for educating the younger clergy, 940,000. 
francs, or $188,000; and for repairing and 
building churches, 200,000, or $40,000, ‘he 
whole expense of the establishment, including 
annuities to infirm clergy, is estimated at 22,- 
560,990 francs, or $1,130,000! 

Prorestanr Crercy.—The Calvinists have 
three pastors, who receive yearly each 3,000 
francs; 28 who receive each 2,000; 69 who re- 
ceive each 1,500—and lastly 195 pastors, 
each 1,000—total Calvinistic ministers, 295, 
There are 2 Lutheran pastors, each receiving 
3,000 frances; 25, each 2,000; 21, each 1,500; 
and 175 pastors, each 1,000—total, 222 Lu- 
thern ministers. Sum total paid tothe Protes- 
tant clergy 623,000 iranes, ($124,600) 24,000 
francs allowed for their colleges, and 50,000 
for their place of worship—sum total for the 
Protestant religion, $139,400. ‘This sum is 
paid by the French government; but it must 
also be remarked, that there are many Protes- 
tant clergy in France, who do not receive any 
stipend from the government, it being a regu- 
lation not to make any grant where the Protes- 
iant population does not amount to a thousand, 

N.Y. Christ. Inquirer. 


We have received from Br. Cobb, of Waterville, 
(Me.) two Discourses—One on Text, 

2 Sam. xv. 4, ‘*O that_l were made Judge in the 
land!?’— The othe, Text John v. 28, 29, **Marvel not 
at this: for the hour is coming,” 
each, 
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&e.—Price 12 1-2 cents 


on 


at 


THE OLD MAN. 
(From the Raleigh Register.) 


Why gaze ye on my hoary hair, 
Ye children young and gay? 

Your locks beneath the blast of care, 
Will bleach as white as they. 


I had a mother once, like you, 
Who o’er my pillow hung, 

Kiss’d from my cheek the briny dew, 
And taught my faultering tongue. 


She when the nightly couch was spread, 
Would bow my infant knee, 

And place her hand upon my head, 
And kneeling, pray for me. 


But then, there came a fearful day, 
I sought my mother’s bed, 

Till harsh hands bore me thence away, 
And told me she was dead. 


I pluck’d a fair white Rose, and stole 
To lay it by her side, 

And thought strange sleep enchain’d her soul 
For no loud voice replied. 


That eve, I knelt me down in woe 
And said a lonely prayer, 

Yet, still my temples seem’d to glow 
As if that hand were there. 


Years fled—and left me childhood’s joy, 
Gay sports and past-times dear, 

I rose a wild and wayward boy 
Who scorn’d the curb of fear. 


Fierce passions shook me like a reed, 
Vet, ere at night I slept, 

~~ "That soft hand made my bosom bleed, 
And down I fell and wept. 


Youth came—the props of Virtue reel’d; 
But oft at day’s decline, 

A marble touch my brow congeal’d; 
Blest Mother—was it thine? 

In foreign lands I travell’d wide, 
My pulse was bounding high, 

Vice spread her meshes at my side, 
And pleasure lur’d my eye. 

Yet still that HAND, so soft and cold, 
Maintain’d its mystic sway, 

As when amid my curls of gold 
With gentle force it lay. 


And then it breath’d a voice of care 
As from the lowly sod, 

* My son, my only one beware! 
Nor sin against thy God.’ 

This brow the plumed helm displayed 
That guides the warrior throng, 

Or beauty’s thrilling fingers strayed 
These manly locks among. 

That hallow’d touch was ne’er forgot! 
And now, though time hath set 

His frosty seal upon my lot, 
These temples feel it yet. 


And if 1 e’er in Heaven appear, 
A mother’s holy prayer, 

A mother’s hand, and gentle tear, 

That pointed to a Saviour dear, 
Have led the wanderer there. 


ORTHODOXY UNMASKED. 
(Just Published aid for Sale at this Office.) 

A SERMON, delivered in the 2d Univer- 
salist Meeting House in Boston, on Sabbath 
Morning, June 24, 1327, in which some notice 
is taken of Pror. Stuarr’s Erection Sermon. 
By Rev. H. Ballou.—Text, Jer. x. 21, “For 
he pastors are become brutish, and hare not soucht 
the Lord: therefore they shall not prosper, and ali 


fe flocks shall be scaltered.” 


UNIVERSALIST 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE 
UNIVERSALIST ASSOCIATION, 


FOR 1827. 
[From the Troy, N. ¥. Evangelical Repository.) 


The Ministers and Delegates of the New- 
Hampshire Association convened in Washing- 
ton, N. H. on the 12th ult. according to pre- 
vious adjournment, and opened the meeting of 
the council by prayer from Br. Nath’l. Wright, 
Jr. and then proceeded to business; and 

Chose Br. Edward Turner, Moderator. 

« Br. Samuel C Loveland, Clerk. 

Chose Brs. Paul Dean, Warren Skinner and 
Lemuel Willis, a Committee to receive and re- 
port on applications for ordination or letters of 
fellowship, 

Arrangements for public Services, Wednesday. 

1. Br. E. Turner—Prayer. 

Br. W. Skinner—Sermon, Rom. viii. 16. 

Br. J. Moore—Prayer. 

. Br. Bobert Bartlett—Prayer. 
Br. L. Willis—Sermon, 1 John y, 10, 11. 
Br. N. Wright—Prayer. 

. Br. Ezekiel Vose—Prayer. 

Br. S. C. Loveland—Sermon, 2 Cor. iv.8. 

Br. Otis A. Skinner—Prayer. 

Adjourned till 8 o’clock on the morrow: 
Wednesday morning met according to adjourn- 
ment and opened the business of the council 
by prayer from Br. O. A. Skinner. 


S) 


Attended to the reading of several refresh- 


ing letters from several Societies belonging to 


this Association. | 


MAGAZINE. 


-ASSEMBLY’S CATECHISM, 


ALIAS # 
PRESBYTERIANISM, versus SCRIPTURE. 


Creed.—Adam entailed on himself and all bis 
posterity, the miseries of this life, death itself, 
and the pains of hell forever. 

Scripture.-—The son shall not bear the iniqui- 
ty of the father, nor the father the iniquity of the 
son. Every one shall die for his own sing. 
Death has passed upon all men, for that (be- 
cause) all have sinned. 

Creed.—Now by the decree of God, for the 
manifestation of his own glory, some men and 
angels are predestinated to eternal life, and oth- 
ers foredained to everlasting death. 

Scriplure.—Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Behold 
the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of 
the world. The Son of man is come to save 
that which was lost. We trust in the living God, 
who is the Saviour of all men, especially them 
that believe. The Lord is not ack concern- 
ing his promises, as some men count slackness, 
but is long suffering to us ward, not willing that 
any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance, [How then could he ordain that 
they should not?} Who [God] will have all men 
to be saved, and come to the knowledge of the 
truth: For there is one God, and one Media- 
tor between God and man, the Man Christ Je- 
sus, who gave himself a ransom for all, to be 
testified in due time. 

If God was unwilling any should perish, has 
he changed his mind? = [f not, is he not still 


Voted, That Br. 8. C, Loveland superintend  ynwilling? and if'so, can he consistently permit 


the publishing of religious tracts, authorised by 
the N. H. Asscciation, for the present year. 

Voted, That Brs. Turner and Loveland be a! 
committee to address the Rockingham Asso- 
ciation, to be holden at Eaton, N. H. in Au- 
gust next,\on the expediency of uniting it with 
this body, so as to form but one Association, 

Voted, That Br. L. Willis publish the pro- 
ceedings of this session, accompanied with a 
circular letter. 

Adjourned till the morrow 8 o’clock, A. M.'! 
Prayer by Br. Thomas J. Whitcomb. | 

Tuurspay Morninc—met according to ad- 
journment. Prayer by Br. J. Moore. 

The committe appointed to attend to the re-, 
quests made for letters of fellowship and ordi- 
nation, reported in favor of granting letters of 
fellowship to Brs. Josiah C. Waldo and Otis A. | 
Skinner; and of conferring ordination on Br.N. 
Wright, Jr. and T. J. Whitcomb. 

Arrangements for public Worship, Thursday. 
1. Br. TV. J. Whitcomb, Prayer. 
Br. P. Dean, Sermon, Col. i. 20. 
Br. J. C. Waldo, Prayer. 
. 8. C. Loveland, Prayer. 
. E. Turner, Sermon, 1Thes. ii. 4—7, 
Ordination Service. 
. L. Willis, Consecrating Prayer. - 
. P. Dean, Charge and Delivery of the 
Scriptures 
Br. R. Bartlett, the Right Hand of Fel- 
lowship. ~ 

Adjourned this Association to meet at Clare- 
mont, N.H. by divine permission, the last 
Wednestay in May and the Thursday follow- 
ing, 1823. 

Conclnded the business of the Association by 
uniting vith our venerable and worthy brother, 
&. Turrer, in the expressions of our grateful 
acknowkdgements to God for his goodness to 
us and b all. 

Epwarp Tonner, Moderator. 

Samui C. Lovenann, Clerk. 


v9 


3. 


| day the 11th of this month. 
!20’clock, P. M. 


it, seeing the hearts of all men are in his hand? 
If he ‘ will have all men to be saved,’ since he 
‘ will do all his pleasure,’ is not the Creed false, 
if the Bible is true, and Universalism true, un- 
less the Bible be false? ‘ Whoso readeth let 
him understand,’ and whoso can, let him an- 
swer,—Liberalist. 


NEW YORK REVIVALS. 
(For the Magazine] 

In our last No. we inserted a picce from the (Buffa- 
lo, N. ¥.) Gospel Advocate, giving an account of one 
Mr. B *smanner of preaching in Newport, N. Y. 
We perceive from the last Utica Magazine, that this 
Mr. B is not, as we supposed, the noted orthodox 
Mr. Beman of Troy, but another preacher of the same 
denomination, The Utica Magazine states that such 
language as Mr. B—— uses, is not uncommon in that 
part of the country; that there are many preachers of 
the Beman kind constantly patroling the villages in that 
vicinity; but that the fanatical mania which has lately 
prevailed to so alarming a degree is falling into discre- 
dit even among the more respectable and influential of 
the orthodox minitters.—Eds. U. Mag. 


From the (Gardiner, Me.) Chr stian Intelligencer. 


LACONIC SERMON, 


Text—Gal. vi. 2, “Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law 
of Christ.” 


ARGUMENT, 

To bear one another’s burdens isto fulfil the 
law of Christ. To fulfil the law of Christ is to 
be truly religious; Ergo, the bearing of one 
another’s burdens is genuine relixion. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

Reader! Is it in your power to help any 
of your fellow-creatures who may stand in 
need of, or be benefited by, your assistance? 
Render it then, and you will thereby fulfil the 
law of Christ and thus be a real Christian, 


Verseum. 
(K> We are happy to that Br. J. 8. Th 
ot ompson 


has received and acce an unanimous invitation 
from the Universalist Society in Charlestown to become 
its pastor. His Installation ts appointed for Wednes- 
Services commence at 


